
Why our work is so important...

RESPIRATORY 
DISEASE IN 
NEW ZEALAND...

ASTHMA

COPD

BRONCHIECTASIS

For more resources, to get involved or to donate, call 04 499 4592 or visit our website: asthmafoundation.org.nz
Data sourced from: 1. Telfar Barnard L & Zhang J.  The impact of respiratory disease in New Zealand: 2020 update. Wellington: Asthma and Respiratory Foundation NZ. 
2. Ministry of Health NZ, publicly funded hospital discharges, 2018-19. 3. Ministry of Health NZ, New Zealand Health Survey. 4. Ministry of Health NZ, Mortality web tool.

affects 1 in 8 
adults

causes 1 in 11 
hospital stays

98 die from 
asthma each 

year

third leading 
cause of 

death

and 1 in 8 
children

that’s 90,300 
admissions

that’s nearly 2 
people each 

week

affects 
700,000 

people 
in NZ

one third of 
whom are 
children

that’s 27,200 
children

hospitalisations 
have risen 39% 

from 2000 - 
2019

1450 are 
hospitalised 
each year

132 die from 
bronchiectasis 

each year

113 children are 
diagnosed 
each year

costing  
$7 billion 

a year

6,644 newly 
diagnosed 
each year

most cases of 
COPD are linked 

to smokingthat’s 200,000 
people

15% of Kiwis 
over 45 have 

COPD


