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AN ATO Z OF ASTHMA FRIENDLY SCHOOLS AND BALLOON DAY ACTIVITIES

More than 50 schools raised asthma awareness and funds that
will support research that benefits children with asthma.

As and Bs were the theme at Invercargill Middle School.
Students and teachers dressed up as angels, army boys, bee
and brides among other things.

Breathing Easy. Children at Marton Junction School in the
Manawatu learned about how many kids have asthma and
the value our lungs have in keeping us alive.

Cannon’s Creek School, Porirua, turned all different
shades of red on the day before Balloon Day with gold coin
donations brought by students and a competition for who
had the reddest outfit.

Didn’t they do well? Baradene College in Auckland raised
$1404 — a most handsome sum — through their Balloon Day
activities.

Energy galore was evident in Dunedin. Contact Energy staff
at the company’s call centre held a mufti day to raise money
for Balloon Day. Otago Asthma Society committee members
handed out asthma fact sheets on the sidelines of sports
games in the city on Balloon Day...just to mention a couple
of things. ...

ForTurangi kids of all ages, a special local Balloon Day
colouring in competition, provided a creative outlet and
great learning experience. ..

Greenhithe School Auckland did very well, in fact was a
winner in our Balloon Day schools competition.

Helium balloons (even) were among those sold at
Pakuranga College. This and a whole lot of games, a sausage
sizzle and lucky dip were among the activities in what was
declared by the school service council to be Balloon Week.

In Canterbury, at Aorangi School, kids played balloon
tennis, completed an obstacle course, competed in balloon
races and participated in an asthma quiz and lung function
activity.

jelly beans in a jar, guess how many? Ohau school near
Levin in Horowhenua arranged a lunchtime bazaar with
proceeds going to Balloon Day and this featured among
other activities petanque, gumboot throwing and balancing
batteries on one’s nose.

Kaikoura Suburban School celebrated with a red mufti day
on 9 May and a sausage sizzle to raise funds.

I.evin’s hot air balloon fiesta provided a brilliant
opportunity-literally- for Puff, the Foundation’s hot air
balloon, to get the Balloon Day message out there. Puff
along with a number of other balloons was part of a visually
striking balloon night glow.

Meanwhile in Marlborough...well on 28 May actually,
Spring Creek Playcentre kids blew giant bubbles, proudly
wore Balloon Day tee-shirts and enjoyed playing with red
balloons sent by the Foundation.

Nelson preschools and kindergartens benefited from
Balloon Day displays and were given balloons and tee-shirts.

Ohope Beach School....A munchie lunch with sausages in
bread, cans of drink and balloons on a stick on sale for the
kids. In a feat of major lung power, 90 senior children blew
up balloons to sell.

Poetry aplenty about Balloon Day was sent to the
Foundation from schools including St Theresa’s in
Featherston.

Queensparks School, Parklands, Christchurch did some
interesting things to raise asthma awareness and collect
funds for the Foundation.
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Raetihi Nancy Winter Early Childhood Education Centre in
the King Country contributed to awareness raising. Kids had
a great time playing with the balloons and their parents and
families gave generously.

Sport Bay of Plenty’s Balloon Day Family Challenge in
Tauranga raised awareness of the importance of exercise to
our respiratory well-being and many school kids participated
in this.

Te Wharau School, Gisborne, was covered in bubbles blown
by the kids, who got into the Balloon Day spirit. Events were
organized by the Gisborne and East Coast Asthma Society.

Understanding. That’s what the Balloon Day campaign is all
about. Tearaway magazine, which is widely read in schools,
ran a Balloon Day special in April that would have lifted
awareness and understanding of what asthma is and what
it’s like to live with it.

Very important lessons were taught by respiratory nurse
Wendy O’Connell to school kids in Edgecumbe in the eastern
BOP, including how to use an inhaler.

With Balloon Day approaching our Balloonman Denis Hall,
took Puff to Kelston Girls College in Auckland to pick up one
of our Supreme Achivers, Tunisia Angell-Kea, for a ride.

Youth Week at Katikati College this year involved many
activities supporting a number of good causes including
Balloon Day. Students competed to see who could blow up a
balloon the fastest.

Zest. As with the two previous Balloon campaigns New
Zealanders affected by asthma could breathe that bit easier
thanks to the zeal of all who helped out. Thank you.
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Balloon Day in Wanganui

A number of members of the Wellington International Ukelele
Orchestra have asthma, so they were more than willing to help
out with Balloon Day.
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